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pointing him prime minister; furthermore, 5n the event of
the final rejection of the plan of selecting a dictator to sup-
press the unrest hy force, to choose a man with a ipore
satisfactory policy for the tusk of coordinating the activities
of the ministers.   I lc added that if the manifestoes he had
just read were tveorjni/ed as adequate, one of the authors
should in his estimation he appointed President of the Cab-
inet.    In conclusion Count Witte requested Baron Fred-
ericlis to report to I Us Majesty that in case of need, as he
hud already stated to the Kwpcror, he was ready to serve
the common cause in a secondary capacity, even though it be
as governor of a province.
The next day, the jytli of October, Count Witte was
again summoned to IVtcrhof, and, on arriving, he immedi-
ately went to Baron I'Yederiehs, The Baron informed him
that it had been decided to accept his draft for the mani-
festo and to sanction the report presented hy him, adding
that this decision had the unqualified support of Grand
Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich, who had affirmed that on ac-
count of the lack of troops it was impossible to institute a
military dictatorship.
At about six o'clock Count Witte and Baron Fredericks
went to the palace, the Baron taking with him the manifesto,
which had been copied in his office. Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaievich was in the palace* His Majesty signed the
manifesto and sanctioned Count Witte's report in their
presence. Both of these documents were announced to the
people on the same day with the knowledge of General
Trepov.
I have in my possession two other memoirs relating to
the period covered in my memorandum and written respec-
tively by N. I. Vuich, formerly secretary of the Council of
Ministers and now senator, and Prince N. D. Obolensky,
His Majesty's secretary and practically associate Minister